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Preventlon and Control

For the past 50 years, the Africanized honey bee, sometimes referred to as the
“killer bee”” by sensationalist news reports, has been a public health concern in
South and North America. Initially imported to Brazil in the mid-1950s to improve
its bee stock, this invasive species spread northward to the United States by the
early 1990s. While Africanized honey bees (AHB) have not yet become established
in North Carolina, they have been detected recently in Florida and other Gulf
Coast states, and their arrival here in the coming years is fairly likely.

To prepare for the introduction and possible establishment of AHB,
residents of North Carolina must become familiar with means of prevention and
control of nuisance bee colonies. Here are some recommendations on how to
reduce the chances of encountering AHB and suggestions about what to do if they
are encountered.

Africanized honey bees can be a

public health concern because they
are more likely to sting than typical
European honey bees (EHB). Like their
European counterparts, however, AHB
usually become defensive only when
provoked or guarding their nest. Thus,
to prevent stings, it is important to do
two things. First, do not swat at bees

ying around you, since it will likely
provoke them and increase the chances
they will sting you. Second, reduce
the likelihood that an AHB colony will
become established on your property by
removing potential nest sites.

Figure 1. A bee gap around a water pipe. Seal
the crack with wire mesh to prevent Africanized
honey bees from moving in.
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